Application No.: 10/678,033 

Amendment Dated: March 8, 2007 

Reply to Office Action dated: January 8, 2007 

REMARKS 

Election/Restriction 

Attorney for Applicants thanks the Examiner for the telephone conference of Feb 8, 2007 
and acknowledges receipt of the Examiner's Interview Summary of February 13, 2007. In 
accordance with that conference, Applicants have amended Claim 44 to clarify that the "cleaning 
tool assembly" includes the "cleaning implement" as an element of Claim 44. 

Applicants respectfully submit that this claim amendment obviates the Examiner's 
statement that Applicants' instant application contains the following groups of patentably 
distinct inventions: Group I: Claims 1-43 and Group II: Claims 44-122. However, since the 
Examiner requires Applicants to elect one of the groups, Applicants elect, with traverse, Group I, 
Claims 1-43 for prosecution on the merits. Applicants elect Group I with traverse because 
Groups I and II, with currently amended Claim 44 could be considered plural claiming of the 
closely related inventions differing in scope, as allowed under MPEP 706.03(k), and not the 
combination/subcombination type claiming stated in the Office action. Accordingly, applicants 
submit that both Group I and Group II claims, as amended, are within the same classification and 
examining all the claims would not require a new search or undue burden on the Examiner. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant respectfully requests that the restriction 
requirement be withdrawn. In the event that the restriction requirement remains the same, 
Applicant believes that the election of Group I with traverse, fully complies with the 
Restriction/Election requirement. If, however, some issue remains which the Examiner feels may be 
addressed by further discussion, the Examiner is cordially invited to call the undersigned for any 
clarification. 
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Please charge any additional fees, including fees for additional extensions of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 03 2270. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: March 8, 2007 By: /Rich Niehuser/ 

Rich Niehuser 
Registration No. 44,260 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 27019 
(925) 425-6947 
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